
Sunday 31 May 2020 

Pentecost 

 

In the reading from John we find the disciples meeting between closed 

doors due to fear, when suddenly Jesus was standing before them. 

Jesus was passing on to the disciples the work to be done in the Lords 

name. Jesus was reminding them and the same applies to us that, 

whatever Gods has asked you to do, remember that your authority 

comes from God and Jesus has demonstrated by words and actions 

how to accomplish the job he has given you. 

 

This was a special filling of the Holy spirit for the disciples and a 

foretaste of what believers would experience from the time of Pentecost. 

 

The term Pentecost comes from the Greek word meaning "fiftieth". It 

refers to the festival celebrated on the fiftieth day after Passover, also 

known as the "Feast of Weeks" and the "Feast of 50 days" in rabbinic 

tradition. 

 

I read about a preacher who wanted to impact South Korea for Jesus 

Christ. And so he started a church in his friend’s living room. One of the 

parishioners was paralyzed. And so, one Sunday, the pastor went over 

to her, laid hands on her and prayed fervently. And she was healed! This 

got people in the community excited. And they started flocking to the 

new church in droves. Pretty soon, they outgrew the living room. So they 

put up a tent in the front lawn and had services out there. But soon 

enough, that got too crowded. And they built a church. By the mid 

1960s, they had 3000 people. But one day, as the pastor was baptizing 

several hundred people, he collapsed to the ground in exhaustion. He 

was rushed to the hospital where he had major surgery. And while he 

was sitting in bed reading the Bible, he came across a verse in Exodus 

18:18 that moved his heart: It said this: "The work is too heavy for you. 

You cannot handle it alone. You will only wear yourself out." The next 

day, the pastor called the elders and deacons. And put each one in 

charge of a certain number of people. After the pastor did this, the 

church exploded with growth! Thousands of people gave their lives to 



Christ. By 1972, there were 10,000 members. By 1979, there were 

100,000; by 1984, 400,000; and today, there are almost 800,000 

members of the Yoido Full Gospel Church making it the largest 

congregation on planet earth. They support 85 missionaries from their 

own church. And they have planted new churches in 39 countries. This 

is truly one of the most incredible stories in church history.  

Something equally incredible happened 2000 years ago. On the day of 

Pentecost a small group gathered for prayer. The power of the Holy 

Spirit was present. They praised the Lord. Peter preached the word. 

Thousands got saved. And the church was born. 

It was no accident that the Holy Spirit was released to the world at 

Pentecost. Many people from many nations had gathered for the 

religious festival and through the power of the Holy Spirit were able to 

hear the message in their own language. 

Christianity is not limited to any race or group of people. Christ offers 

salvation to all people regardless of nationality. The visitors in Jerusalem 

were surprised to hear to hear the apostles speaking in their own 

language, but they need not have been. God works all kind of miracles 

to spread the gospel. No matter what your race, colour, nationality or 

language, God speaks to you. Are you listening? 

It was no accident that the Holy Spirit was revealed at this festival. The 

Jews came from far and wide to be present for the celebration. Those 

that responded to Peters message returned to their homeland with Gods 

good news of salvation. Through this God prepared the way for the 

spread of the gospel. As we read further in Acts we will find that God 

often prepared the way for the disciples through the people that who 

became believers at Pentecost. The church at Rome for example was 

begun by such believers. 

Peter had been an unstable leader during the ministry of Jesus, even to 

point of denial. But Christ forgave and restored Peter. This is a new 

Peter, humble but bold and full of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit has enabled 

Peter to be confident and a powerful and dynamic speaker. 

Have you ever felt as if you have made such a bad mistake or not been 

as proactive in serving Christ as you should have been that God could 

never forgive you and continue to use you for his ministry? 

 



No matter what sins we have committed or how many times we fall short 

in our commitment, God promises to forgive and continue to use you for 

his ministry. We need to allow him to forgive us and allow him to use us 

effectively to serve him. 

 

We are not all given the same gifts and talents to use in serving and 

carrying out the Lords mission. 

We can not all be like the disciple Peter or a Billy Graham. The gifts and 

talents we have been given may be as simple as providing food to those 

in need during a tough time, a friendly caring listener and comforting 

voice in person/over the phone, providing a card and or flowers, 

transporting someone to an appointment. We can however use what we 

have been given to minister to others and each other and prepare the 

way for the Lord. 

 

Many years ago, as I was driving, I came across a sign on a church 

property and it read 

“the roots of happiness grow deepest in the soil of service” 

 

Today on this day of Pentecost, let us affirm, renew or for the first time 

make our promise to serve the lord with all our heart our soul and mind. 

 

Amen 

 

 


