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John 10:1-10 & Acts 2:42-47 

 

This morning, I’d like to start off with some riddles.  

You might like to think about the answer to this riddle. 

 

“What am I?” 

I am beautiful, I am up in the sky. 

I am magical, yet I cannot fly. 

To people I bring luck, to some people, riches. 

I have many colours and no one can reach me. 

What am I?         The Answer is rainbow.  

 

And I’ll give you another one.  

I am a bird, I am a fruit and I am a person, what am I? 

The Answer is Kiwi. 

 

When we think about these riddles,  

We might think and get many different images and try to figure out what 

the answers are. 

  

Just like these questions, in the book of John,  

Jesus says, “I am….” Statements 7 times, to give us ideas and  

he explains about his identity, his characters, about who he is, and what 

he is like.  

 

I’m the bread of life, I’m the light of this world,  

I am the gate, I am the good shepherd, I’m the resurrection and life,  

I’m the way and the truth and the life, I’m the true vine.  
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Each of these statements, Jesus has spoken, is helping us to understand 

who Jesus is. They reveal his character to us. 

 

 

So today is Good Shepherd Sunday, 

where we are invited to look at Jesus 

as a Good shepherd, who watches 

over and cares for his sheep.  

 

This is a well-known story; we have 

heard of it many times, the true 

image of a good shepherd.  

 

In the bible, a good shepherd is described like this; 

A good shepherd is, who loves his sheep and is always with them. 

A good shepherd is, who knows his sheep and calls by name.  

A good shepherd leads and guides them to the green pastures.  

A good shepherd protects his sheep from harmful things. 

A good shepherd is able to lay down his life for his sheep, even the cross. 

This is our Lord Jesus, our Good Shepherd. 

 

And in this parable, it also talks about the sheep as well. 

The sheep knows the shepherd’s voice. They are only following him. 

When the Shepherd opens the gate and calls them by names,  

the sheep hear his voice and enter in and out of the pastures. 

 

So, the shepherd can go, go ahead of them confidently, because he 

knows his sheep recognises his voice and will follow him. 
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And no matter what noise or distraction or voice heard at that time, they 

can pick out the voice, and they tune into the voice of their shepherd. 

So, we are the sheep of Jesus, and we can hear and recognise his voice. 

 

 

 

And here is another statement, 

Jesus says, “I am the gate for 

the sheep.” 

 

It means Jesus watches over 

his sheep by the gate and the 

sheep would go in and out with 

his care.  

 

So, whoever enters through the gate, Jesus says that they will be saved, 

and they will have an abundant life. 

 

This is the Christ’s invitation for us all, to come to him; 

He welcomes us and cares for us, tells us that the gate is always open. 

 

The Gates is an opportunity to come to God, come to the way of 

salvation, to come to live and knowing the blessings of God. 

 

 

 

When I reflected on this familiar story, it also reminded me of a friend. 

 

About 3 years ago, one of my friends had adopted a cat from RSPCA. 
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He’s a beautiful cat, with black eyes and covered in white fur. 

But this cat was born deaf, so he could not hear and therefore mute as 

well. 

So, when he came to a new home, he was very nervous and shy. 

My friend and his family tried to be as friendly as possible, buying him 

different toys and food.  

But the cat was always hiding and did not appear easily. They called his 

name all the time, but he couldn’t hear, so they just waited for him to 

show up. 

 

So just in case, he gets hungry, they put enough water and food in the 

house for him. And left all the doors open, so he doesn’t get locked in any 

of the rooms.  

The family always thought of their new friend, the cat first, and they were 

thinking about what they could do for him. 

 

And about 3 months later, when they were little bit closer to each other, 

the cat started showing himself before the family and sometimes, he 

would come and sit by them. They are getting along really well now with 

their cat. 
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Like this caring and nurturing 

love; Our friend Jesus is 

always there for us, with his 

love and patience and waits for 

us until we are comfortable 

with him. 

 

 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus is identified as both the Good Shepherd 

and the gate. He watches over us constantly. He keeps us nourished and 

safe from what may harm us, and he is the gate we pass through while 

he continues to care for us each moment. 

 

This is what he is sent to do by the heavenly Father.   

 

Jesus is meant to be the figure of God’s loving care for each and all of 

us.  We are his sheep and the message here is that we continue receive 

God’s merciful love, goodness and care while He watches over us.   

 

God is constantly on our side; the Good Shepherd is never on vacation, 

but always there for you and me, just as the shepherd in today’s gospel, 

he is there pouring himself out for his sheep.  

So, we’re grateful to God, our Good shepherd. And trust to follow him 

always. Amen. 

 

 

 


