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Reflection  John 17:1-11 & Acts 1:6-14 

Unity – “that they may be one as we are one.” 

 

 

 

Today’s reading, gospel John, is about Jesus’ prayer. Prayer for all his 

disciples everywhere, at all times, will be one, one in the fellowship with 

him, one in the life together. 

On the night before Jesus’ Crucifixion, he washes the disciples’ feet and 

gives them a new commandment to love one another and then Jesus 

promised the gift of the Holy Spirit who will be with them, as helper, 

counselor and advocate.  

And after that, he ends with a prayer to God, “Lord, Please protect my 

disciples and be with them. And they may be one as we are one”. This is 

Jesus’ last prayer for the disciples, he speaks about unity between 

himself and God, and the unity that we have with God and with each 

other. 

 

So today, with this reading, let us think and reflect on Christian unity. 

Unity in Christ. What does unity look like in the church? What does 

Christian unity actually look like? 
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When we say we are Christian, we have one God, one Spirit, one Faith, 

one Baptism, one Lord. 

What does this mean? Does it mean that we are all the same?  

Does it mean that we must be the same in our beliefs, thoughts, 

doctrine, or tradition? Does that mean we must be the same as one 

another in the church? 

 

If this is Christian unity, then the church is going in the wrong way. 

Because when we look at the church history, they did not unite. The 

churches were divided by so many reasons.  

They have different doctrines, different hymn books, and they use 

different version of the bibles. 

They have different worship styles and regulations. 

It might sound silly, but the differences like these divide churches all the 

time.  

Should the church have drums or not?  

Should they allow women to be ordained ministers or not?  

Should we use the King James version of the bible or New International 

version? 

The churches have had so many arguments and disagreements with one 

another, and they have divided into many denominations. 

So, if unity is just being the same with one another, I don’t think 

Christian church has ever been unified under this definition.  

 

If so, what then is Christian unity? What does Christian unity look like? 

I want to use this passage John 13:35, where Jesus said, “By this, all 

people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another.” 



3 
 

When we talk about Christian unity, it is our spirit and attitude towards 

others, that you are open and acceptable to differences and diversities, 

rather than the doctrines and traditions. 

So, my perspective of Christian unity is that there are many differences 

and disagreements among us, and they will always exist among 

Christians.  

But as long as we still love one another as God loves us, then we are in 

unity of God’ love and we are all beloved children of God. 

 

No matter how we look like, no matter what language you speak, no 

matter what tradition you follow, no matter what religion you believe, 

even though we have differences from one another, all of us are called as 

the children of God. 

Unity occurs within a church, when someone disagrees on something 

with you or with others, but you still love that person because they are 

also children of God. 

Unity occurs when I do not look down on other believers who think 

differently from me.  

 

In the bible, Apostle Paul gives us in the image of unity is where he talks 

about the body, the human body.  

There are many parts, hands, eyes, ears, toenails with all different 

functions that make up each part, and each part is essential to the team. 

Even though each part of the body is different in size, function and 

importance they all fit together and work together. This is the way it is 

with the church, even though all of us are different in so many ways, 

Jesus bring us all together and unites us together with his love and joins 

us together into one family. 
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If we love God and if we stay in His love, Jesus is in us, and we are in 

Him. So, by His love we are united, and we may reveal Christ in us. 

So this is our identity in Christ. We are a church with a common 

purpose, and we are united in Christ, united by Christ.  

 

When I look back at my ministry here at Grantham Height in the last 11 

years; One of things I feel grateful about is that we all lived in unity. 

We did not have serious conflicts or arguments or any division. 

We got on well with each other, and had mature attitude as a Christian, 

being considerate and understanding of others. 

Our congregation is mixed, young and old, with many different cultures 

and traditions. (we are all different and not the same.)  

But in God, we are brothers and sisters, and we respect each other, 

we embrace each other, and we love each other. 

We rejoice of being together, worshipping together.  

We work together for the sake of God. 

It is a great blessing from God, that we are bound by the Spirit of peace 

and we reveal the love of God in our community and to each other. 

And we also have conversations and work together with other religions 

for social justice. We welcome everyone, welcome any new friends and 

happily include them all, no matter who they are.  We listen and learn 

from each other and seek and explore new ways of doing things. 

I think this is the way Christian Unity looks like. So Christian Unity is 

when we have the heart of Jesus in us and we love one another. 

 

Jesus’ final prayer in John 17, he prays for the unity of the disciples, 

that the church may be one, one in him. 

So today we celebrate our oneness, our uniqueness, even in all of the 

diversities that we have; within all the inclusiveness that we have, and all 
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the welcoming embrace of God and a love of Christ and the power of the 

expression of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Today is a day of encouragement. It’s an affirmation of our life in God, a 

union with Christ.  

We are the church,  not the building, not the institution, for we are the 

body, we are dispersed and diverse, but one body in Christ. We are one 

in Christ. We are one, but we are not the same, we get to carry each 

other. One, one life, one love. Amen. 

 

 


