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Reflection: Acts 17:22-31 & John 14:15-21 

 

I’d like to start by sharing a short story with you. 

There was a teacher at a Harvest Festival who asked some children to name 

some of the things they saw on display. 

She put up this picture and asked, “What’s this?” 

 
One boy put his hand up and said; “Carrots”.  

 
Then she showed another picture, and asked “what’s this?” Another boy said; 

“Potatoes”; 

 
Then she put up a third picture, and asked the children what it was, and a 

little girl replied “It’s peas”. 

 

The teacher then asked them: 

“Can anyone give me a word that covers all these things?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were a few minutes of silence 

Then one little boy shouted out; “Gravy!”         (instead of “Vegetable”) 
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This morning, we heard the bible passage 

from John where Jesus talks about the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

If you look at different versions of the bible, 

you will see that there are many different 

words used to describe the Holy Spirit - 

counselor, comforter, helper, guide and 

advocate. 

 

Which one is right? Which one do you want to use? 

And the Holy Spirit answers, “I am all of these, I’m your comforter, I’m your 

counselor, I’m your helper. I am your advocate.” The word “Holy Spirit” covers 

all of these different names. 

 

And in this passage today, one of the things I really liked about Jesus is that; 

with Jesus, we can always find hope, the light will always shine in the 

darkness. and we can always feel His presence in our lives.  

 

When Jesus sat with his disciples and he talked about his departure, they were 

devastated by the news.  

And they were thinking, “what’s going on? how are we going to cope?  

How are we going to live without Jesus?  

How are we going to get by without his encouragement and his support?” The 

situation seemed quite serious for them. 

But Jesus said to them, “don’t worry, my friends. It’s actually going to be better 

for you if I go.” And we think, how could it possibly be better. 

 

And Jesus explained, he said “at the moment, you’re limited by my physical 

presence. But when I go, one will come and be present within you all.”    And 

Jesus introduced Holy Spirit to his disciples and promised that God’s presence 

continues through the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit will always be along side 

them.  

 

And God continues to work in the world and in our hearts through His Holy 

Spirit. Holy Spirit is what keeps our faith vibrant and alive. 

 

This is great encouragement to know about the Holy Spirit and also, we can 

believe and we can experience Her in us, in our lives, in our community. 
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So, through the passage today, Jesus 

says to the disciples and us; 

God does not leave us alone. God does 

not leave us orphaned. 

God, our heavenly father, He sends us, 

the helper, comforter, the advocate the 

Holy Spirit to us, and for us.  

No matter who we are, he tells us that 

we are not alone. 

No matter what the situation has turn into, Jesus promises that we can find 

rest in him. we are not alone. 

 

 

And there’s a true story I wanted to tell you about, it’s a testimony, which I 

heard from 103.2 Hope channel. 

 

This young man, his name is Mark.  

He is married with 3 children. He is a butcher. 

He was brought up in a Catholic family.  

He met Jesus while he was growing up.  

But he went away from God and lived a life of his own. 

 

He was relying on alcohol rather than relationship with God. 

He believes that there is a part in our heart for God that only he can fill, 

nothing else.  But he filled that with alcohol. 

 

At first, he just had few drinks with friends, for fun. 

And he had more drinks slowly and progressively which led to alcoholism. 

Sometimes, he was drinking alcohol on his own in a garage 3 o’clock in the 

morning. 

 

He was drinking not because there was no hope or any sort. 

He was just living for the next drink.  

And once he had that first drink, he couldn’t stop. All most took his life. 

 

With these behaviour, he was getting bigger, and he was 210 kg. 

At that point, he had no relationship, he was alone. 

He was married but he was alone.  

He had no relationship with his children. 
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He had an operation to lose weight, he cut 80% of the stomach away, and the 

doctor told and warned him, “Mark, no alcohol anymore.” 

 

But in his mind, he thought he would be alright, and he started drinking again, 

two bottles of bourbon at a time. And he blacked out and when he woke up, he 

felt something wasn’t right.  

 

He was in a very dark place, his marriage was breaking up, all at the same 

time, he was powerless over his life and over alcohol. 

And he broke down and asked God “can you do something for me here?” 

 

One morning, he got up and went in the car early in the morning. 

He put the radio on and there was a song, “I’ll stand by you” and he can’t 

explain it, but he felt that moment, God was speaking to him. 

 

Something started happening in his heart, he believes that there was a seed 

planted on Him and God trying to communicate to him.  

God was reaching out to him saying, “Mate, I’m on your side. No matter what 

happens, I’m in control.” 

 

When he finally admitted he could no longer control himself, someone stepped 

in. And he believes it’s God.  

And he turned his life over to God and it was an amazing experience.  

 

When he was in the dark, lonely, and weakest time; God, the Holy Spirit, came 

along by his side to be with him, comfort him, transform him, giving him hope 

that he can have a new life in God. 

 

So, I hope today’s passage, encourages you and me, and reminds us that the 

Holy Spirit really is an amazing gift who is always there for us.  

 

And as we move towards the end of the sermon, I want to leave you with some 

words from the worship team. In our Zoom meeting on Thursday night I put up 

the following two slides for reflection. The slides contain words from today’s 

bible passages 
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The worship team was asked to reflect on the discussion questions on these 

slides. I captured some of these reflections and made them into a poem. 

The poem is titled, “How we know God” 

 

 
 

Through his Spirit, God will care for us, will offer hope when there is none to be 

found, help us when we are helpless, comfort us when we really need it, and 

lead us to life in the face of death.  
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The Holy Spirit is Christ's gift to us.  

The Holy Spirit is God's presence in our lives.  

 

We can be assured that, even in the midst of overpowering difficulties, we have 

a Father who loves us, a Savior who triumphed over death, and the Holy Spirit 

"who has been called to our side;" an Advocate of life and love. 

Amen 

 


